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In January of 2019, the Piqua Board 
of Education approved language for a 
Permanent Improvement (PI) Levy for 
the Piqua City Schools.  Superintendent, 
Dwayne Thompson said, “We take our 

work of properly maintaining the district’s 
grounds and facilities very seriously as 
we know the community has faithfully 
invested in our buildings and we don’t 
want to let them down.” Board President 
Andy Hite noted, “Much thought has 
gone into the planning of this levy as we 
also know and respect the fact that no 
one wants to pay more taxes.”  Thompson 
added, “The ability to reduce property 
taxes while being able to fund necessary 
upgrades to our aging facilities so we 
don’t have bigger, more costly problems, 
later on makes this a successful levy plan.”
The PI levy was originally approved by the 
citizens of Piqua in 1994.  Thompson stated, 
“The district has only sought those funds 

necessary to keep our school buildings in 
safe and in good condition for our students 
over the years with each renewal.”  Piqua 
citizens graciously supported a decrease 
in mills in 1999 and again in 2004. In 2009 

and 2014, the citizens of Piqua approved 
the same millage of 1.8 for the purpose of 
permanent improvements.  Piqua City 

LEVY PLAN REDUCES PROPERTY TAXES 
Schools is currently seeking support of 
the renewal of 1.8 mills and an additional 
1.2 mills in order to properly maintain and 
upgrade our oldest facilities: Piqua High 
School (1981), PJHS (1999), Alexander 
Stadium (2001).

Treasurer Jeremie Hittle said, “We remain 
committed to being fiscally conservative 
and responsible with our tax dollars.  
Because of this commitment, we were 
able to save $865,034.38 by refinancing 
the Piqua Junior High School Bond Issue in 
order to pay it off early and eliminate 2.2 
mills of school taxes.  The elimination of 
2.2 mills and the passage of this proposed 
levy will allow the Piqua City Schools to 
properly take care of our school buildings 
while still reducing property taxes by 1 
mill.”  Thompson added, “For just 30¢ a day 
for a median house valued at $100,000.00, 
we will be able to complete 
much needed work 
on these aging 
buildings to 
properly maintain
them for our 
students for 
many years 
to come.” 

Board President Andy Hite concluded with, 
“Support of this levy is invaluable to our 
ability to protect the initial investments 
citizens have made in these schools.  
Citizens have our continued commitment 
to spend tax dollars wisely along with our 
best efforts to save money in all areas of 
operation while properly maintaining 
our facilities and grounds.  We greatly 
appreciate our community’s support!” 

“The ability to reduce property taxes while being able to fund 
necessary upgrades to our aging facilities so we don’t have bigger, 
more costly problems, later on makes this a successful levy plan.”

Safety Upgrades
Maintain Facilities
And a
Reduction in
TaxesPote
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For more facts about this levy, please visit
       www.cfqps.org

Message from the Superintendent
On behalf of the Piqua Board of Education, I would like to thank you for taking the time to learn facts about this levy so you can 
be an informed voter. I have had the privilege of growing up in Piqua, attending the schools in grades K-12, and serving this district 
in various roles over the past 26 years. I am also a parent of three children that currently attend our schools. Like you, I want our 
district’s facilities to be safe and to provide quality learning environments for all of our students. As a taxpayer, I am also like you 
and don’t want to pay more in taxes. That’s what makes this levy so unique. The Board of Education has worked hard to create a 
plan that will actually REDUCE property taxes. This plan also provides the funding necessary to provide important upgrades to our 
aging facilities so we don’t have bigger, more costly, problems later on. I hope you will join me in supporting this levy so we can 
keep these buildings viable for many generations to come. Thank you!
          Dwayne Thompson, Superintendent

WILL MY TAXES GO UP WITH THE 
PASSAGE OF THIS LEVY?
No.  Currently, there are 2.2 mills of taxes in 
place for the Bond Issue for the PJHS. The 
current PI Levy is 1.8 mills. Together, these 
add up to 4 mills. The district refinanced the 
PJHS Bond Issue to pay it off early while also 
eliminating 2.2 mills. This levy is seeking a 
renewal of the 1.8 mills already in place with 
an increase of 1.2 mills. Together, these add 
up to just 3 mills instead of the 4 mills that 
are currently in place. This means property 
taxes would actually decrease by 1 mill.

WHEN WILL I SEE A REDUCTION IN
MY TAXES?
Citizens can expect to see a reduction in 
their school taxes February of 2020 when 
the Piqua Junior High School is paid in full.  
The district is seeking approval of the 1.8 
mills already in place for the Permanent 
Improvement levy and an additional 1.2 mills 
to complete necessary facilities and grounds 
updates to our oldest buildings.  Passage 
of this Permanent Improvement levy will 
not result in an increase in taxes, however, 
because collection on the new levy will 
begin after the Piqua Junior High School is 
paid for.  Therefore, taxpayers will actually 

see a 1 mill property tax reduction beginning in 
February 2020 rather than an increase.

WILL THE PASSAGE OF THIS LEVY PROVIDE 
MORE SAFETY FOR THE DISTRICT’S 
STUDENTS AND STAFF?
Yes.  The district has worked hard to provide 
much needed and timely safety measures 
already because this work takes great priority!  
However, there are additional safety measures 
that are needed to maximize the safety of our 
students and staff. 

IS A ‘MILL’ WORTH A MILLION DOLLARS?
No.  The unit of value for expressing the rate 
of property taxes in Ohio is the “mill.” A mill 
is defined as one-tenth of a percent or one-
tenth of a cent (0.1 cents) in cash terms. In the 
case of this proposed levy, it would generate 
$35.00 a year for a median house valued at 
$100,000.00.  That equals just 30¢ a day.

WHAT HAPPENS IF THE LEVY FAILS?
The community entrusts the district to provide 
safe learning environments and properly 
maintain our community’s investments in the 
facilities and grounds used by our students.  
After having the Piqua High School and Piqua 
Junior High School buildings assessed, we 

MOST FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
were able to generate a list of basic, yet 
needed improvements. We have completed 
as much of this work as we can already, 
but have reached a point where additional 
funding is necessary to complete this list.  
Failure of this levy would result in a lack 
of funds for us to do this important work. 
Additionally, some of the issues we are 
facing will get worse and cost more money 
to fix and result in bigger problems the 
longer we wait.

IS THE DISTRICT STAYING ON BUDGET 
AND CONSERVING MONEY?
Yes. The board and district work very hard 
to live within our means and stay on budget 
so we can save taxpayers money when 
possible. 2019 marks the eleventh year 
that the district has operated ‘in the black.’ 
We know we cannot do this without the 
community’s support so we work hard to 
conserve funds and save money for 
our taxpayers. 

WHAT WILL MONEY GENERATED BY 
THIS LEVY BE SPENT ON?
Funds collected from this levy will be used 
primarily to provide much-needed

  (continued on page 3)
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#wearepiqua
(continued from page 2)
improvements to our oldest facilities (PHS, 
PJHS, Alexander Stadium). These needs 
were identified after having an assessment 
done on these buildings. The improvements 
are basic and in many cases necessary to 
prevent larger, more costly, problems later 
on.  A complete list of targeted projects can 
be found on the Citizens for Quality Piqua 
Schools levy website. 

WHEN WILL IMPROVEMENT WORK BEGIN 
ON THE DISTRICT’S AGING BUILDINGS?
Passage of this levy will allow the district to 
engage in this important work soon after.  
Requests for bids for the improvements 
will begin and contractors will be lined up 

as available to complete this needed work at 
times when it can be effectively done around 
building operations and student learning.

HOW WILL THE COMMUNITY KNOW WHEN 
IMPROVEMENT WORK IS BEING DONE?
The district will include a list of targeted 
projects on the district website.  Updates will 
be provided in terms of work that is needed, 
in progress and/or completed.

WILL THIS TAX MAKE MY RENT INCREASE?
No.  Since the district is paying off the Piqua 
Junior High School Bond Issue early and 
eliminating 2.2 mills, the passage of this levy 
will still provide a 1 mill reduction in property 
taxes.  Therefore, any increase in rent that 

Repairs needed for leaking windows to prevent more costly 
problems later

Repairs and replacement of old ductwork in the 500 wing 
needed at PHS

BALLOT LANGUAGE
PROPOSED TAX LEVY (Renewal and Increase)

PIQUA CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT
A majority affirmative vote is necessary for passage.

A renewal of one and eight-tenths (1.8) mills and an increase of one and two-tenths (1.2) mills to constitute 
a tax for the benefit of Piqua City School District for the purpose of general permanent improvements at 
a rate not exceeding three (3) mills for each one dollar of valuation, which amounts to thirty cents ($0.30) 
for each one hundred dollars of valuation, for a continuing period of time, commencing in 2019, first due in 
calendar year 2020. 

FOR THE TAX LEVY
AGAINST THE TAX LEVY

P

may occur will not be a result of the passage 
of this levy.

If you have further questions, you may 
contact any of the following individuals:

Dwayne Thompson, Superintendent
thompsond@piqua.org | 937-773-4321

Jeremie Hittle, Treasurer
hittlej@piqua.org | 937-773-4321

Andy Hite, Board President
ahite@ohiohistory.org 

Repairs needed for cracked mortar at PJHS that leaks when 
it rains
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“Passage of this levy will reduce property taxes while still providing the 
funding needed for our facility’s safety features as well as needed repairs 
and upgrades that will cost more later if not addressed now.”
        Frank Patrizio, Board Member

The Ballot Language reads, “A renewal 
of one and eight-tenths (1.8) mills and 
an increase of one and two-tenths 
(1.2) mills…”  Some of have asked how 
property taxes will be REDUCED if the 
ballot language indicates an increase.  
Others have asked how much of a 
reduction will be realized. 

Currently, there are 2.2 mills of taxes in 
place for the Bond Issue for the PJHS.  
The current Permanent Improvement 
Levy is 1.8 mills.  Together, these add up 
to 4 mills of taxes.  The Piqua Board of 
Education developed a plan to refinance 
the PJHS Bond Issue to pay it off early.  
This not only saves taxpayers money, but 
it also ELIMINATES 2.2 mills of property 
taxes beginning in February 2020.   

The levy on the ballot for May 7th is asking 
citizens to renew the 1.8 mills already in 
place with an increase of 1.2 mills so the 
district can complete needed repairs 
and upgrades on our older facilities.  
Together, these add up to just 3 mills 
instead of the 4 mills that are currently 
in place.  This means property taxes will 
actually DECREASE by 1 mill in February 
2020 with the passage of this levy. 

Current property taxes on a median-
valued home worth $100,000 in Piqua 
for the PJHS Bond Issue and the 
Permanent Improvement Levy are 
$140.00/year or 40¢/day.  With the 
proposed levy plan, property taxes will 
be REDUCED to $105.00/year or 30¢/day 
for the same house. 

HOW MUCH WILL
PROPERTY TAXES
BE REDUCED?

PHS STUDENT VOICES HEARD   
What does the passage of this levy mean 
to students who currently attend the 
Piqua High School?  Superintendent, 
Dwayne Thompson, and High School 
Principal, Rob Messick, spent time with 
the Student Leadership Group at their 
monthly meeting discussing the current 
state of the Piqua High School.  First on the 
list was bathrooms.  Senior Mason Darner 
initiated the conversation by stating, 
“The walls for the stalls are too short 
and the doors don’t shut properly or stay 
latched causing a lack of privacy.”  Others 
chimed in by adding comments such as, 
“Students with 
w h e e l c h a i r s 
can’t get into 
the stalls.” And, 
“We know the 
bathrooms are 
cleaned every day, but they are so old 
they look and feel dirty.”  

“Can we talk about the lockers?” Asked 
Chase Vaughen.  “We can barely get our 
coats inside our lockers.”Caleb Lyons 
noted, “Forget about even trying to get 
a book bag in there.” Other students 
indicated that some lockers no longer 
work properly after being used for so 
many years. Many students do not use 
their lockers as a result. 

Student leaders moved the conversation 
forward by asking if the building colors 
could be more like the elementary 
schools in our district.  “It would be great 
if the colors didn’t look so outdated.” 
Added Darner.  “If we had Piqua red and 
blue throughout the building it would 
look much nicer like our elementary 
buildings,”  Thompson noted that many 
sections of the building still has the 
original paint from when the building 
opened in 1981.  “The same is true about 
the lockers.” Added Lance Reeves.  “They 
should be red and blue too, not green, 
yellow, brown and orange.”  

The discussion continued with ideas about the 
library.  Students that have visited colleges 
recently noted that this space could be 
updated to be more like a college library-study 
setting.  Students cited areas for small study 
groups and space to plan and work on school 
projects collaboratively as well as an area 
where they can plug in mobile technology to 
engage in their work with peers rather than 
sitting at a table with a stationary computer.  

Students also noted that the seats in the 
Hartzell Center for Performing Arts (CPA) are 
in need of being replaced. Lyons indicated, 

“Some of the 
seats are 
breaking and 
they’re wearing 
out from 
age.”  Principal 

Messick noted that it would be great to add 
a handicapped section to the CPA seating as 
well so people in wheelchairs could be better 
accommodated. 

In 2016 Citizens for Quality Piqua Schools 
conducted a random phone survey in the 
Piqua community through Fallon Research 
that revealed 80.8% of the participants felt 
it was time to make improvements and 
upgrades to the PHS and PJHS so they are 
more modern learning environments for our 
students.  Thompson noted that this survey 
confirmed what we already knew – it’s time 
to engage in this important work.  Thompson 
said, “The district and students have worked 
hard to take care of this facility over the past 
38 years, but after graduating nearly 10,000 
students from the high school, there is going 
to be some expected work that will need 
to be done.”  He also noted the Piqua High 
School has been a great facility for the district 
and community since it opened.  He added, 
“With some much-needed repairs and some 
basic upgrades, the high school can continue 
to meet the expectations of this community 
through serving many more students for 
generations to come.”   

“We know the bathrooms are cleaned every day, 
but they are so old they look and feel dirty.”
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“ T he P iqua High School will soon graduate its 10,000th student.  T hat 
equates to nearly half of P iqua’s population. T his building has been an 
integral part of many lives in our community over the past 38 years.”  
       Dwayne Thompson

“The P iqua High School will soon graduate its 10,000th student.  T hat 
equates to nearly half of P iqua’s population. T his building has been an 
integral part of many lives in our community over the past 38 years.”  
       Dwayne Thompson

WHAT IMPROVEMENTS WILL THE LEVY PROVIDE?
PIQUA HIGH SCHOOL
- Classroom Doors with Safety Locks
- ADA Updates as Required
- Window Replacement
- Bathroom Renovations 
- Interior Block Wall Repair
- Locker Replacements
- Stripping and Repainting Building Wide
- Library Renovation
- Kitchen Updates
- Seating in CPA and Handicapped Area
- Science Department Updates
- Ceiling Tile Replacements
- Technology Upgrades
- Replace 40 Year Old Staff Furniture
- Electric Upgrades
- Flooring Update
- North Student Parking Asphalt Update
- Additional Safety Upgrades

PHS roof needs to be finished and damaged ceiling tiles 
need to be replaced

PIQUA JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL
-   Classroom Doors with Safety Locks
- Stairway Mortar Repairs
- Replace Wooden Framed Windows
- Flooring Update
- Replace Outdated Boilers
- Replace Outdated Water Heaters
- Library/Lobby High Ceiling Area Repairs
- South Bus Parking Asphalt Update
- Interior Paint Update
- Additional Safety Upgrades

Repairs and replacement of leaking windows needed at 
PHS

Replacement of damaged, wooden-framed windows at 
PJHS needed

Replacement and repairs of cracked blocks throughout the 
interior of PHS needed

A lit sidewalk is needed on Tomahawk Trail for Indian
Ridge children

Bathroom upgrades and ADA accessible stalls at 
PHS needed

HOW ARE ANNUAL PERMANENT 
IMPROVEMENT LEVY FUNDS 
CURRENTLY UTILIZED?

Maintenance/Safety Work

Maintaining Bus Fleet

Paying Off PHS HVAC  System

315,441
164,505

200,000

ADDITIONAL WORK
- Lit Walkway for Tomahawk Trail
- Alexander Stadium Foundation/

Structural Work
- Bus purchases
- Security Camera Replacements/

Upgrades on the Buses 
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DATES TO
REMEMBER
APRIL
8   Deadline to Register to Vote
9   Absentee Voting by Mail 
     begins (ends May 6)
9   Early In-Person Voting begins

MAY
4   Deadline to Request an 
     Absentee Ballot (Noon)
7   Primary Election: Polls hours 
     6:30am - 7:30pm
7   Voters are able to drop off 
     absentee ballot at their 
     county board of elections 
     office until 7:30pm

Paid for by Citizens FOR Quality Piqua Schools 
Lisa McGraw, Treasurer
212 N Main St, PO Box 913, Piqua OH 45356


